
7TH GRADE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT
BOOK: SPACE CASE BY STUART GIBBS
Like his fellow lunarnauts — otherwise known as Moonies — living on Moon Base Alpha, twelve-year-old Dashiell Gibson is famous the 
world over for being one of the first humans to live on the moon…and he’s bored out of his mind! Kids aren’t allowed on the lunar 
surface, meaning they’re trapped inside the tiny moon base with next-to-nothing to occupy their time, and the only other kid Dash’s 
age spends all his time hooked into virtual reality games.  
Then Moon Base Alpha’s top scientist turns up dead. Dash senses there’s foul play afoot, but no one believes him. Everyone agrees 
that Dr. Holtz went onto the lunar surface without his helmet properly affixed, simple as that. But Dr. Holtz was on the verge of an 
important new discovery, Dash finds out, and it’s a secret that could change everything for the Moonies — a secret someone just 
might kill to keep… 

WHILE YOU ARE READING: CHARACTERIZATION ANNOTATIONS
Character traits are ALL aspects of a person’s choices, thoughts, actions, and attitude that make up their personality. We all have 
character traits. We have positive traits like being kind, patient, honest, and respectful. But, we can also have negative traits like being 
selfish, thoughtless, or unfriendly. Just like us, characters in books also have character traits. Authors must carefully craft their 
characters so that, like us, they have both positive and negative character traits.  
As you read, please annotate - highlight directly in your book - character traits of both Dash and Nina. As you read, make sure to look 
for both Direct and Indirect Characterization:  

• Direct Characterization is when the narrator specifically tells us what a character is like.  

• Indirect Characterization is the process by which the personality of a fictitious character is revealed through the character’s 
speech, actions, appearance, etc. 

After highlighting character traits of each character, please note whether it was Direct or Indirect Characterization with a pen or 
pencil. 



7TH GRADE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

Book: Refugee by Alan Gratz

Josef is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps looming, he and his family board a ship 

bound for the other side of the world… 

Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety 
in America… 

Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek 
toward Europe… 

All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers – from drownings to bombings to 
betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and 
decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end.  

 
The entire Middle School student body will be traveling through various points in history to understand the perspective of young 
refugees in three different time periods and settings: 1938 Berlin, 1994 Cuba, and 2015 Syria. This young adult novel, Refugee by 
Alan Gratz, will be referenced throughout the school year – across subject areas and curricula – as students reflect on what it means 
to be human and the triumphs and tragedies throughout history. 

Although there is no specific Summer Reading assignment due for this novel, please have reading complete before you return to 
school in the fall. 


